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The effect of the thumbs—up strategy on the acquisition of social
concepts and visual thinking among fifth—grade primary school
students
Asst. Dr. Amina Hatem Abdul Wahid
University of Babylon/College of Basic Education

Abstract

This research aims to identify the effect of the thumb-raising strategy
on the acquisition of social studies concepts and visual thinking among
fifth—grade female students. To achieve this, the researcher adopted a
quasi—experimental design with a post-test for two groups: an
experimental group and a control group. The researcher randomly
selected Al-Qasim Girls' School, located in Al-Qasim District, Babil
Governorate. Similarly, section (B) was chosen to represent the
experimental group, comprising (36) students, and section (D) was
chosen to represent the control group, comprising (34) students. The
researcher formulated (120) behavioral objectives and prepared daily
lesson plans for both groups. The researcher also developed two
research instruments: a concept acquisition test consisting of (40) items,
the validity and reliability of which were verified, and a visual thinking
test consisting of (25) items, the validity and reliability of which were
also verified. After statistically analyzing the results, the researcher
concluded that the strategy was superior. The experimental group
students outperformed the control group students in a concept
acquisition test and a visual thinking test. Based on these results, the
researcher concluded that employing the thumb-raising strategy
significantly improved the performance of the experimental group
students. The researcher recommends that social studies teachers
utilize modern strategies in teaching social studies concepts to facilitate
their acquisition, particularly the thumb-raising strategy, which proved

effective in this research. The researcher also suggests conducting
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similar studies to explore the extent to which students acquire concepts
in other subjects.
Keywords: Thumb-raising strategy, concept acquisition, visual
thinking.
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