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Analyzing the Spatial Patterns of Child Labor in Fallujah:
A Geographical Study

Abstract

The study aims to analyze the spatial dimension of the phenomenon of child labor in the city
of Fallujah by examining the current status of the phenomenon and the patterns of its numerical
and relative distribution among the city’s spatial units. The study is based on field data
collected through a structured questionnaire supported by direct individual interviews with
working children themselves. The study included a purposive probabilistic sample of (YY)
children within the age group (°-" ¢) years, representing the population of working children in
the city.

The research focused on analyzing the demographic, social, and economic characteristics of
working children, identifying the main factors leading to their engagement in the labor market,
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as well as assessing the social, economic, and educational impacts resulting from this
phenomenon. The study adopted the descriptive—analytical approach and the spatial
geographical approach, employing appropriate statistical methods to analyze the questionnaire
data. The results showed that the majority of working children have parents who live together
at a rate of (%% ¢,A) and are alive at a rate of (%°Y,Y), indicating that child labor is not solely
associated with the absence of parents, but is also influenced by other factors such as
unemployment, low income, high living requirements, and large family size. In addition, a
proportion of children continues their education despite working, accounting for (%¢%Y,¢),
compared to noticeable rates of school dropout reaching (%% +,%).

The study revealed that child labor is prevalent across several economic sectors and is mainly
concentrated in markets and industrial services, at rates of (%£A,Y, %Y),V), respectively.
Geographically, it is distributed in neighborhoods suffering from high poverty rates, with some
neighborhoods in Fallujah recording higher percentages than others, particularly (Al-Mansour,
Al-Risala, and Al-Ta’meem) neighborhoods, at rates of (Y ©,A, YY,A, %) Y,Y), respectively. This
reflects the strong association of the phenomenon with prevailing economic and social
conditions. The study also presents applied recommendations that can be utilized to support
policies and programs aimed at reducing the spread of the phenomenon and addressing its
impacts.

Keywords: Spatial dimension, child labor, Fallujah City.
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