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The Rhythmic Structure in Umayyad Poetry: An In-Depth
Musical-Analytical Study of Unfamiliar Meters
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Abstract

The Umayyad era (41-132 AH / 661-750 AD) is considered a pivotal and foundational turning point in the

history of Arabic poetry, as it witnessed a clear and deliberate shift away from the traditional rhythmic patterns
prevalent in early Islamic and pre-Islamic poetry. This rhythmic liberation was neither accidental nor

spontaneous, but rather a natural and conscious response to the rapid cultural and political transformations
imposed by the emergence of the state and its stability in the new urban centers. This research aims to conduct

an in-depth study of the phenomenon of radical rthythmic renewal in this era, focusing in particular on the
extensive and functional use of rare or neglected meters in Arabic prosody, specifically: al-Mujtath, al-
Mugtastab, al-Mudhari', al-Munsarh, and al-Mutadarik. The research adopts a musical, prosodic, and

mechanical analytical approach that systematically links the precise prosodic structure of meter(including

extreme and non-standard lapses and defects) and the semantic and artistic function associated with by the
poet, with a focus on the concept of rhythmic density and its nship to the ratio of causes to pegs.Through a

Yvy



mailto:dh.noaman@gmail.com

(Yo%) Joludi (¥) Suadf (V0) bt Al yalf daelond dlowe

precise and extensive statistical analysis and mechanical prosodic segmentation of broad and representative
models of urban ghazal poetry (Omar ibn Abi Rabi'ah and al-Ahwas) and poetry of contrasts. (Jarir and Al-
Farazdaq) The study demonstrated that the Umayyad poets' resort to these meters was a deliberate and carefully
calculated artistic choice, transcending the level of coincidence. These meters—with their musical
characteristics of extreme lightness, rhythmic agility, intermittent flow, and ease of memorization and
composition—provided the ideal rhythmic template for representing fleeting urban scenes, whispered
conversations, and light stories. And also the sarcastic discussions that rush into the antitheses. The research
also proves that this Umayyad rhythmic experimentation was not isolated, but rather was an essential link and
a foundational stage that directly influenced the emergence of later poetic genres that required extensive
rhythmic flexibility and multiple meters, such as the phenomenon of Andalusian muwashshahat and the
confirms that The authenticity of the Umayring role in expanding the Arabic prosodic dictionary and adapting
it to serve new social transformations and emerging urban.Keywords: Umayyad poetry, rhythmic structure,
rare meters, uprooted, concise, present tense, prosodic analysis, musical significance, extreme, rhythmic speed

(RD), muwashshahat.
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