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Abstract

This research aims to explore the role of active learning strategies in enhancing the
relationship between spatial perception and mental imagery, and their role in developing art
appreciation skills among students in the Department of Art Education. Appreciating artwork
is a complex cognitive and emotional process that requires the integration of multiple mental
abilities, most notably spatial perception—which enables students to understand the visual and
spatial relationships between the elements of an artwork—and mental imagery, which
contributes to constructing mental images and interpreting the symbols and aesthetic
dimensions of the artwork.

The research relies on a descriptive-analytical approach, using a questionnaire about a set
of active learning strategies (such as brainstorming, cooperative learning, role-playing, and
problem-solving). This questionnaire was presented to professors in the Department of Art
Education who teach art appreciation to students in the Department of Art Education to
determine their role in enhancing the relationship between spatial perception and mental
imagery among students.

The researcher used tools she developed: the Spatial Perception Scale and the Mental
Imagery Scale. The results showed a strong correlation between spatial perception and mental
imagery. It was also shown that active learning strategies effectively contribute to developing
this relationship, which positively impacted students' artistic appreciation.

The study recommends integrating active learning strategies into art education curricula
and training teachers to implement them systematically to enhance students' visual and creative
thinking. The researcher proposes conducting a similar study to identify mental imagery and
spatial perception among art education students in the Perspective course.
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