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Abstract

This study offers a structural and comparative analysis of al-Ash‘ari’s theory of kasb by
examining its earliest formulation in the foundational texts and tracing the major conceptual
transformations introduced by later Ash‘ari theologians. The theory of kasb has long stood at the center
of theological debates on human action, divine omnipotence, and the nature of moral responsibility. Its
enduring complexity stems from its role as a mediating construct that affirms human capacity while
safeguarding the principle of divine unity. Consequently, the theory becomes a flexible framework that
theologians progressively reshaped to address evolving intellectual contexts.

The research begins by delineating the conceptual boundaries of kasb in al-Ash‘ari’s primary
works, particularly al-Ibana and al-Luma‘, where the theory appears in a concise and defensive form that
directly counters Mutazili positions. Through a close reading of these texts, the study uncovers the
internal structure linking divine creation, the contingent human capacity, and the acquired will that gives
the act its ethical dimension. This structural mapping reveals a coherent conceptual architecture often
overlooked in reductive interpretations.

In its comparative phase, the study analyzes the significant expansions introduced by major later
Ash‘aris—such as al-Bagillani, al-Juwayni, al-Ghazali, and al-Amidi—who enriched the theory using
logical categorization, refined notions of causality, and more systematic argumentation. These
developments did not depart from al-Ash‘ari’s foundational intent; rather, they extended the theory to
meet the methodological demands of increasingly philosophically informed theological discourse.

The study concludes that kasb provides a compelling example of how Islamic kalam can
simultaneously preserve its doctrinal core and adapt to broader epistemic transformations. The deep
structural coherence of the theory demonstrates its resilience and its capacity to respond to complex
intellectual environments across centuries.
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