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Persuasion in the Poetry of Ibn al-Farid: A Study in the Rhetoric

of Argumentative Imagery
Assist. Prof. Dr. Anas Majid Shahooth Al-Rifaie
University of Anbar / Presidency of the University

Abstract

This study seeks to uncover the mechanisms of persuasion through an

examination of imagery in the poetry of Ibn al-Farid, considering it as an
argumentative device. In this context, the poet integrates, alongside the
aesthetic function of delight, the persuasive function of influence, aiming to
achieve a profound impact on the recipient.

The research is structured around two main axes: the first is a theoretical
framework that addresses the concepts of hijag (argumentation) and
persuasion according to their linguistic, philosophical, and terminological
dimensions in both Arabic and Western traditions, as well as the views of
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modern critics. The second axis is the applied dimension, which takes Ibn
al-Farid’s poetry as the core material of the study.

The adopted methodology is that of argumentative rhetoric, grounded in the
principles of the “New Rhetoric,” which places argumentation at the heart of
discourse. Selected poetic examples from Ibn al-Farid’s Diwan were
analyzed by tracing simile, metaphor, and metonymy as argumentative
tools, in order to reveal the mechanisms of persuasion and to deepen the
understanding of the poet’s mystical spiritual experience.

The study concludes that imagery in lbn al-Farid’s poetry is not to be
viewed merely as verbal ornamentation, but rather as a means of
constructing arguments, reinforcing conviction, and providing an entryway
to a deeper comprehension of the mystical experience in its spiritual and
emotional dimensions.

Keywords: Argumentation, Persuasion, Ibn al-Farid, Poetic Imagery
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Conclusion:
At the final station of this research, several key conclusions can be
drawn:
This study has revealed that Ibn al-Farid invested in the poetic image,
transforming it into a persuasive argumentative device while
simultaneously preserving its aesthetic dimension; thus, his imagery
embodies both delight and persuasion.
The nature of the Sufi experience, grounded in the strategy of employing
symbolism, rendered it a compelling experience for the recipient,
involving them actively in the production of meaning.
The poet harnessed the power of imagination in crafting his poetic
imagery, employing it to stimulate the reader’s curiosity in uncovering the
essence of the mystical experience. This, in turn, contributed both to
consolidating the argumentative structure and to reinforcing the force of
persuasion.
Simile in Ibn al-Farid’s poetry conferred demonstrative strength upon the
discourse, particularly through rhetorical techniques such as the inverted
simile, whereby familiar images in the recipient’s mind are subverted
through the predominance of the secondary over the primary. This
inversion reflects inner suffering and endows the discourse with
demonstrative power that strengthens the reader’s conviction in the
authenticity of the mystical experience.
Metaphor in Ibn al-Farid’s work emerges as a central argumentative tool,
concretizing abstract meanings and rendering them perceptible. In so
doing, it paves the way for interpreting the mystical experience,
communicating it to the audience, and encouraging acceptance of its truth.
The suggestive discourse, represented through the device of kinaya
(metonymy or indirect expression), exerted an indirect yet profound
influence on the recipient. By drawing the reader into active participation
in meaning-making, it reinforced the persuasive power of lbn al-Farid’s
spiritual message.
Ibn al-Farid did not confine his argumentative strategy to poetic imagery
alone; rather, he also employed a range of rhetorical techniques through
which he drew upon religious and cultural heritage in constructing his
argumentative imagery. This reliance on authoritative tradition endowed
the discourse with superior legitimacy, rendering his argument more firmly
rooted in the reader’s mind and heart.
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