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Abstract

This study focuses on analyzing the perspective of the German orientalist Rudolf
Strothmann on Shiism through his writings and research, which are considered among
the most significant Western contributions to the understanding of Shiism, particularly
during the first half of the 20th century. Strothmann paid special attention to Shiite sects
such as the Imami (Twelver), Ismaili, and Zaydi branches, seeking to understand Shiism
as an independent religious and intellectual current within Islam, rather than merely a
political opposition movement. The study aims to highlight Strothmann’s conception of
the nature and historical origins of Twelver Shiism, assess the accuracy and objectivity
of his studies on Shiite sects, and explore the impact of his academic background and
orientalist methodologies in shaping his view of Shiism.
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