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Types of Inscriptions and Their Meanings on The
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Samarra University-College of Arts

Abstract:

Since the beginning of the Islamic era in India, Muslim artists have paid
great attention to Arabic calligraphy as one of the decorative elements. He
has left his artistic creations on buildings' interior and exterior walls and
antiques as harmonious decorative spaces between them. It is sufficient
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for us that the artist does not intend most of the writings we see on Islamic
buildings and antiquities in India. Not only recorded the name or date of
the building builder or blessed some Qur’anic verses and propaganda
phrases but also intended to be a media element to spread the Islamic
religion and promote it in the Indian subcontinent. This is clear from the
implications of the inscriptions on the facades of the buildings, which in
many parts of them carry the word The majesty (of God) is accompanied
by the testimony of monotheism (there is no god, but God and
Muhammad are the Messenger of God) (and God is great) in addition to
its decorative connotations in itself. The Muslim calligrapher took
advantage of the flexibility, balance, and harmony of its letters with the
pillars and surfaces of the building and the freedom contained in its
controls and twists. Formation and rhythmic movement, including
connecting and separating letters, the ability of letters to contract and
expand according to the artist’s desire, and the space allocated for the
artistic work, which make it a malleable decorative element that achieves
artistic goals and because decoration, in general, is characterized by the
fact that it tends most of the time to abstraction and does not adhere to the
forms of nature from which it is often borrowed. Calligraphy is often used
purely decoratively by substituting and changing the familiar shapes of
letters and words by drawing inspiration from elements from plant
branches or other elements so that they become pictorial decorative units.
Thus, most of its lines on architectural facades in India have succeeded in
defining the movement of spaces and their relationship to the space
around them until it seems as if the written text and space are one
common work. From this standpoint, Muslim artists in India began to
draw calligraphy and shape its letters to fit the space allocated for
decoration. In his study, the researcher relied on the field aspect of India’s
buildings in documenting most of the written texts and relying on a group
of references and sources related to the subject.

The researcher touched on the types of calligraphy that appeared on
buildings, such as the Naskh script, Kufic script, the Bahari Naskhi script,
the Thuluth script decorated with Tughra, the Babari script named after
Sultan Jalal al-Din Akbar, and the Persian Nastaliq script, which appeared
widely in buildings in India due to the spread of the Persian language
alongside the Urdu language. The Mughal sultans continued to care for
the script in the era of Sultan Humayun, who, during his stay in the court
of the Persian King Tahmasp, brought in many calligraphers who were
interested in the Persian calligraphy until this affected general life and
culture in India, and the Persian language became an official language.
The Persian origins of many of the sultans and queens who worked to
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bring the Persian race closer together were a reason. In the spread of the
Persian language, even the sultans who were of Indian origin wrote
wonderful poems and verses in Persian.

Keywords: Calligraphy, India, Semantics, Islamic Archaeology.
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