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Abstract:

The study examined the role of strategic planning in enhancing the sustainability of human and financial
resources in the Iraqi Stars League football clubs. It adopted a mixed-method approach that combined
quantitative data from questionnaires and qualitative data from interviews with club managers, coaches,
financial officers, and players.The sample included 20 professional clubs, and data were analyzed using SPSS
and SmartPLS SEM to test the proposed hypotheses.The results showed that strategic planning has a significant
positive impact on both human resource sustainability and financial stability. Strategic planning helped clubs
retain human capital, improve financial resource management, and increase competitiveness.However, the
study also revealed key challenges, such as excessive reliance on government funding, weak diversification of
income sources, and a lack of commercial partnerships.There was also a noted deficiency in investment in talent
development and infrastructure. The study compared the situation of Iraqi clubs with those in European, Gulf,
and Asian leagues, emphasizing the importance of adopting integrated planning frameworks and improving
governance.The study concluded that strategic planning is a key driver for achieving institutional sustainability
and long-term competitive success within the framework of the Resource-Based View (RBV) theory.
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