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Abstract

This study examines the concept of the family in Islamic thought as an
authentic, divinely ordained institution grounded in human nature (fitrah), and as the
primary nucleus for the formation of both the individual and society. The research is
based on the normative texts of the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, which affirm that
the family is not merely a transient social bond, but rather a solemn and binding legal
covenant (mithaq shar ‘i) founded upon tranquility, affection, and mercy. Through this
framework, the family ensures psychological and social stability and safeguards innate
instincts and moral values within a disciplined and regulated structure. The study
presents the perspectives of classical Muslim scholars, who emphasized the centrality
of the family in education and human formation, regarding it as the first school for
instilling values and regulating behavior. They asserted that the righteousness of
children is a direct reflection of the soundness of the family structure, and that any
deviation within the family inevitably leads to widespread social and moral disorder.
The study further demonstrates that legitimate marriage is the only recognized
foundation for establishing a family, and that any relationship outside this framework
constitutes a violation of both human nature and Islamic law. In addition, the research
examines the contributions of contemporary Islamic thought to reaffirming the family's
civilizational role as a fortress of faith and morality and as the first line of defense for
cultural identity in the face of Westernization and globalization. Contemporary thinkers
have warned that the disintegration of the family or its subjection to alien models leads
to the loss of generations and poses a serious threat to Islamic identity.
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