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Abstract

The expressions of divine selection in the Qur’an convey God’s
special choice of certain servants, granting them honor, blessings, and
elevated ranks. The term “istifa’” (selection) signifies pure divine choice
coupled with special honor, as seen in God’s selection of the prophets and
the family of ‘Imran. “Ijtiba’” (election) denotes selection accompanied by
drawing near and preparing for a great mission, as illustrated in the story
of Joseph. “Istifa’” in its stricter sense refers specifically to the selection of
messengers from among angels and humans. “Tafdil” (favoring) expresses
the raising of rank or bestowing of blessings, such as God’s favor upon
certain prophets and upon the Children of Israel. Finally, “ikhtiyar”
(choosing) conveys the meaning of selecting individuals for a particular
task, as when Moses chose seventy men for his meeting with God.
Altogether, these terms reflect the meanings of divine distinction and
purposeful selection, rooted in wisdom and mercy.
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