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The Russian-Ukrainian War: Decisions and Losses (An International

Relations Perspective)
A.L. Mays Naaman Jaber
University of Kufa / College of Dentistry
Maysn.alankooshi@uokufa.edu.iq
Abstract: The Russian-Ukrainian war is considered the most violent war Europe
has witnessed since the end of World War Il. Russia's decision to wage war on
Ukraine stemmed from several reasons and a series of decisions taken by the West
against Russia. These factors resulted in heavy losses for all parties involved in
the war. Although Moscow, with all its capabilities, did not achieve the victory
Putin envisioned, and Kyiv was not defeated, both sides remained steadfast
despite all the challenges. This war reinforced the hegemony of the United States
and the perception of NATO as a military pillar of the West. It portrayed Ukraine
as a trap for Russia, designed to deplete its resources, encircle it, and threaten its
sovereignty. The invitation for Ukraine to join NATO was seen as an act of war
against Russia and its political stability. At that point, Russia discovered it was
waging a war against the global order led by Washington and NATO. The
developments of the Russian-Ukrainian war, in all their aspects... Its dimensions
include decisions and losses, which necessitate negotiation and the establishment
of peace.

Keywords: Eurasian strategy — balance of deterrence — Donetsk — world order —
Donbas.
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