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Abstract:

The researcher defined the article problem with the following question:

What is the relationship between dialectical thinking and cognitive
achievement among Art Education Department students in the Aesthetic
Education course?

The objectives of the current article focused on identifying:

1. The level of dialectical thinking among Art Education Department
students.

2. The level of cognitive achievement among Art Education Department
students in the Aesthetic Education course.

3. Identifying the relationship between dialectical thinking and cognitive
achievement in the Aesthetic Education course among Art Education
Department students.

To achieve the article objectives, the researcher adopted a descriptive
correlational approach. The article community consisted of (3,187) male and
female students from the College of Fine Arts at the University of Baghdad,
distributed across seven departments.

Research Sample: The article sample consisted of (487) male and female
students from the Department of Art Education, representing 20% of the total
article community. It was divided into:

1- The exploratory sample (the statistical analysis sample), which
comprised (80) male and female students.

2- The main sample (the two- test application sample), which comprised
(400) male and female students, comprising (225) male students and (175)

female students.
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Research Tools

First: The Dialectical Thinking Test: The researcher relied on the
theoretical framework in formulating the test, as well as the conclusions
reached by scholars regarding it, the philosophies and literature that addressed
dialectical thinking from various perspectives, and previous studies. The test
consisted of two main periods, divided between them (23) questions with (4)
choices.

Second: Cognitive Achievement Test: The researcher constructed a
cognitive achievement test for the aesthetic education subject, consisting of 2()
multiple— choice items. Each item had four alternatives, one correct and the
remaining three incorrect. The two tools were validated and their psychometric
properties were verified. They were applied to a pilot sample (a statistical
analysis sample of 80 male and female students) to determine the time taken
to answer the test items, the difficulty and ease coefficients, the discriminatory
power, and the effectiveness of the incorrect alternatives for the test items.
The researchers also achieved reliability for the two tests using the Kudor—
Richardson 2() equation, with a good reliability coefficient, making the two tools
ready for application in their final versions. The most important findings of
the current article:

1. The presence of a significant level of dialectical thinking among
students in the Department of Art Education. University students, especially
those in the second stage, are characterized by their deliberation in answering
questions and making decisions, given their wealth of previous experiences
and expertise. They tend to answer questions accurately and objectively and

examine the subject from all its aspects using dialectical thinking.
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2. The presence of a significant level of cognitive achievement among
students in the Department of Art Education in the subject of aesthetic
education. Cognitive achievement is the product of a number of variables
within the educational environment and others within the learner's mind. This
was confirmed by Piaget, who argued that the interaction between the
environment and maturation factors creates a set of adaptations and
organization of experiences and knowledge through mental processes. Looking
at the article sample, we find that dialectical thinking is at a statistically
significant level.

3. The emergence of a statistically significant correlation between
dialectical thinking and cognitive achievement in the subject of aesthetic
education. The t— value of the correlation coefficient reached (13.52), which is
greater than the tabular value (1.96).

The researcher reached the following conclusions:

1- Second- year art education students possess dialectical thinking, as a
result of the interaction of environmental variables and mental maturity.

2— The greater the dialectical thinking ability, the greater the logical and
objective analytical ability, which helps enhance students' cognitive acquisition.

The researcher recommends the following: Encourage curriculum
developers at various educational levels to employ dialectical thinking, given its
importance in scientific and creative discoveries.

Keywords: (Dialectical thinking— Cognitive achievement- Aesthetic

education).
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