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Belief Bias for University students

Dr. Fatimah Hawan Mohammed
Al-Qadisiyah University

Abstract:

The study aims to identify the level of belief bias among university students, and to examine the
statistical differences in this variable according to gender (male—female), specialization
(scientific-humanitarian), and academic year (second—fourth).

To achieve this, a belief bias scale was constructed based on Expectancy Theory, consisting of 15
items. Its validity and reliability were verified. The scale was applied to a sample of 356 students
from Al-Qadisiyah University, selected using stratified random sampling.

Main findings:

Students showed a high level of belief bias, attributed to the unstable and unusual conditions in
society.

Significant statistical differences were found according to gender, in favor of females.

No significant differences were found according to specialization.

Significant differences were found according to academic year, in favor of second-year students.
Based on these results, the researcher presented several conclusions, recommendations, and
suggestions.

Keywords: belief bias, university students, individual differences, gender and specialization,
academic year.
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