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Ottoman Policy Towards the Ak Koyunlu State 1403-
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Abstract:

This study seeks to trace Ottoman policy towards the Ak Koyunlu State, from the
establishment of the Ak Koyunlu Emirate in 1403 until the fall of its last stronghold in 1508. This
policy went through three phases: the first, which lasted until Mehmed the Conqueror's accession
to the throne in 1451, was characterized by peace, as both sides were preoccupied with their
internal problems. The second phase spanned the period from 1453 to 1473, coinciding with the
reigns of Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror and Uzun Hasan, who saw himself as a rival to the
Ottoman Sultan. Their relations became strained, and their interests clashed in Trabzon and the
Karamanids. Their forces clashed in the decisive Battle of Utluk Bali, which ended in a major
Ottoman victory. This marked the entry of the Ak Koyunlu Emirate into a period of weakness and
collapse, and Ottoman policy towards the Ak Koyunlu entered another phase, characterized by
general peace, with little interference in internal affairs. The Ak Koyunlu Dynasty, and the
exploitation of the internal conflict of the Ak Koyunlu Dynasty in favor of the Ottoman Empire,
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the Ottoman Empire embraced the opposing Ak Koyunlu princes. Until Kudet Ahmed bin
Muhammad Ugurlu, son-in-law of Sultan Bayezid II and grandson of Sultan Mehmed the
Conqueror, was brought to the top of the power pyramid in the Ak Koyunlu Dynasty. After his
murder, the struggle for power in the Ak Koyunlu Dynasty continued until Tabriz fell to the
Safavids in 1501, followed by Baghdad in 1508.
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