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The Role of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage in Reshaping Geographic
Space: A Developmental Perspective

Asst. Lecturer Rania Mubdir Malih Mohammed Al-Qaragholi
Asst. Lecturer Aya Fahem Raees Ashkah Al-Maamouri

University of Babylon / College of Education for Human Sciences

The Arbaeen pilgrimage is one of the largest religious gatherings in
the world« where millions of visitors gather in Karbala to commemorate
the fortieth day of Imam Hussein’s (peace be upon him) martyrdom. This
event witnesses enormous spatial and developmental transformations in the
geographic space along the pilgrimage routes between Najaf and Karbala.
This research examines the impact of the Arbaeen pilgrimage on reshaping
the geographical space in Iraq¢ focusing on the developmental aspects of
these transformations. The paper explores the economic and social effectse
along with the challenges facing sustainable development in these regions.
It includes an analysis of urban changes¢ infrastructure expansion¢ and the
benefits and challenges associated with this grand event .

Arbaeen Pilgrimage« Geographic Space« Sustainable Development:

Spatial Transformations« Iraq¢ Religious Tourisme¢ Infrastructure« Environmental

Challenges.
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