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Preventive preservation of cultural heritage: A study in the
maintenance and restoration of cuneiform texts

Assistant Prof. Dr. Rasha Abdel Wahab Mahmoud
University of Samarra-College of Arts
Abstract:

Cuneiform texts are among the oldest documents that witnessed events
thousands of years ago. Therefore, they are considered a witness to those
eras, just as they are considered a living witness who witnessed the course
of events that took place at that time. Taking care of the health and safety
of these documents that have been preserved for us in the archaeological
hills is considered a new birth that reveals a civilization that lived
thousands of years ago on these spots of the earth. As they are considered
the most important documents for revealing the secrets of the past with
the meanings they carry between the lines of those texts, and for this
reason we chose to prepare a study on the preventive preservation of the
cultural heritage, including its moral and material preservation through the
scientific mechanism for maintaining, restoring and preserving these texts
with their various materials, especially the material The basic material
that was commonly used to make them is the clay material, of its kind,
baked and dried under the sun. It is a material that is very likely to be
exposed to damage, and therefore we will lose the information that these
texts contain. In addition to that, other materials were used to manufacture
these cuneiform texts, but on a very narrow scale, and our study revolves
around how to maintain them. Restoring and preserving these texts so that
specialized researchers can read and analyze what is contained in them
from dead languages, so that they can gain real insight into the secrets of
Mesopotamian civilization since the beginning of the biblical eras.
Cuneiform writing is a means invented by man to record speech for the
purpose of remembering oneself and informing others. It is the most
advanced cultural manifestation that characterized the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia, as it radically changed the typical human lifestyle, to the
point that researchers considered it the dividing line that distinguishes
civilized man from primitive man, while most agree Researchers believe
that writing is the dividing line between the prehistoric eras and the
historical eras because it was the means by which history was recorded.
Therefore, the first eras are sometimes called the pre-writing eras and the
post-writing eras.

Keywords: Cuneiform texts, clay tablets, damage, mechanical treatment,
Archaeological excavations.
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