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Abstract

This research presents a historical and analytical study of the
political relations among Arab tribes in the pre-Islamic era, focusing on the
causes of military conflicts known as "Ayyam al-Arab" (Battle Days of the
Arabs), through the lens of poetic texts as historical documents. The study
aims to uncover the nature of political interactions within the tribal system
shaped by the harsh desert environment and scarcity of resources. The
findings indicate that tribal relations were not based solely on permanent
conflict; rather, they were governed by interests, alliances, and
intermarriages. However, competition over water sources and pastures,
along with the culture of revenge and tribal fanaticism (Asabiyyah),
remained the primary drivers of war. The research demonstrates that pre-
Islamic poetry played a dual role: serving as a political media tool for
incitement and pride, while simultaneously documenting war events and
peace treaties. Furthermore, the results highlight a distinction in political
dynamics between nomadic tribes and the established Arab kingdoms (Al-
Hirah, Ghassanids, and Kinda), where tribal interests often intersected with
the regional agendas of contemporary superpowers.
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