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Abstract:

Between the fourth and sixth centuries AD, Christians in Iraq experienced periods of
persecution under Sasanian rule, coinciding with the intensification of political and military
conflict between the Sasanian Empire and the Roman (Byzantine) Empire. These persecutions
were not purely religious in nature; rather, they were closely linked to political circumstances
and international developments of the time, particularly after the Roman emperor Constantine
the Great adopted Christianity. This shift led the Sasanian authorities to view Iragi Christians
as potentially aligned with a rival power.

As a result, the Sasanian state grew suspicious of Christian loyalties, especially during the
reign of King Shapur Il. Measures taken against Christians included heavier taxation, close
supervision of church leaders, and at times severe punishments. The prominence of
Zoroastrianism as the official religion of the Sasanian state also reinforced a distinct imperial
identity, which heightened sensitivities toward religious minorities.

Socially, these persecutions had significant consequences. They encouraged the Church in
Irag to strengthen its internal organization and assert greater administrative and doctrinal
independence from Roman influence. They also reinforced a distinct Christian identity within
Iragi society and contributed to the emergence of influential religious and intellectual figures.
At the same time, these events generated social tensions among religious communities and
affected patterns of settlement and migration.

In conclusion, the persecutions of Iragi Christians during this period resulted from an
interplay of political, strategic, and religious factors, and they played a crucial role in shaping
the religious and cultural landscape of Iragi society in late antiquity.
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