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Abstract

The study of economic structure is of great importance in population
studies, as it provides a window into the size of the labor force, its
significance, and future prospects. Moreover, it serves as a mirror
reflecting unemployment rates, their geographical variations within the
city, and the underlying causes of such disparities. Identifying the volume
of unemployment, in turn, presents a significant issue for the geographical
researcher. Therefore, the main objective of this research is to examine the
crude, net, age-specific, and gender-specific economic activity rates in the
city of Daquq, as well as to highlight the spatial differences in economic
activity across residential neighborhoods. The results show that the
economic activity rate at the city level reached 16.9%, which is considered
very low compared to the national average in Iraq (24.1%) and even lower
when compared to developing countries (44%). Economic activity is
highest among the age group 20-44 years, accounting for 75%, due to the
entry of young individuals into the labor force. This indicates a general
decline in economic activity in Daquq. Therefore, it is essential for the state
to develop comprehensive national development plans to restore economic
balance across different regions of Iraq.
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