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Abstract

After gaining independence from Britain in 1783, the United States
sought to establish economic and diplomatic relations with other nations,
including the Ottoman Empire, which spanned Southeast Europe,
Southwest Asia, and North Africa.

American trading ships soon appeared in Ottoman ports,
particularly in Izmir, where American merchants established their first
trading house in 1811. In 1824, the first American consul was appointed
in Izmir despite the absence of formal diplomatic relations, yet he played
a crucial role in strengthening American trade in the region. Alongside
trade, American missionary activity began in the Levant during the 1820s.
By the end of the century, over 200 American missionary institutions,
including schools, were established in Syria and Palestine, directly linked
to American diplomatic bodies. In Syria, missionaries operated under the
supervision of the main station founded in Beirut in 1823, comprising 38
missionaries. Their activities expanded through the establishment of
missionary centers, as well as medical and educational institutions, some
of which still exist today—such as the American University of Beirut,
which began as a Protestant school in 1835, later became the Syrian
Protestant College, and finally the American University of Beirut in 1920.
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