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On July 3, 2013, the Arab Republic of Egypt witnessed a
major political shift with the ousting of the first
democratically elected civilian president, , by the Minister of
Defense, General Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, who announced the
“Roadmap for the Future.” This event sparked mixed
reactions at the regional level, as regional, Arab, and
international were divided between those
supporting and endorsing the move, and those opposing and
rejecting it. Some countries hesitated in defining what had

countries

happened — was it a new popular revolution or a soft
military coup against the elected president Mohamed Morsi?
This development reflected directly on political alliances
across the Arab and regional landscape, particularly in
Egypt’s neighboring countries, and revealed the extent to
which geopolitical interests inside and outside of Egypt
influenced regional power balances
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