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Naval Campaigns as a Model
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Abstract:

The research focuses on the Ottoman attempts to control the
Arabian Gulf during the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, especially
the naval campaigns carried out by the Ottoman state to confront the
Portuguese presence in the region, starting with the campaign of
Suleiman Pasha al-Khadim in 1538 as the first Ottoman response to
Portuguese expansion, and the campaigns that followed such as the
Piri Reis campaign in 1552 and the Mustafa Pasha campaign on
Bahrain in 1559. In addition, the research addressed the late efforts
led by the governor Midhat Pasha in 1871 to strengthen Ottoman
influence in the region to confront the growing British presence.
Despite this, the Ottomans faced great difficulties in imposing their
control over the Arabian Gulf due to the Portuguese and British naval
superiority, as well as the absence of accurate military planning and
insufficient coordination between the local and central Ottoman
leadership.

Keywords: Arabian Gulf, Ottoman campaigns, Portuguese
dominance, naval strategy, British influence
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