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Algerian-Chinese Relations (1955-1972)

Dr. Attallah Hussein Faris
General Directorate of Salah al-Din Education

Abstract:

Algeria received the strongest support for the Algerian liberation war
outside the Arab world from China <as the beginning of direct contact
between them was when Chinese officials and representatives of the
National Liberation Front met at the Bandung Conference in 1955 AD.
Algeria <in its revolution, adopted the correct approach through armed
action and guerrilla warfare against the army. China used the strong and
organized French occupation in confronting the Japanese occupation
(1937-1945 AD).

China was one of the first countries to recognize the Algerian interim
government in 1958 A, three days after its announcement. Thus «China
played a major role in supporting the struggle of the people under
occupation, including the Algerians. China provided material <moral, and
military support to Algeria<, which contributed realistically to tipping the
balance in favor of the Algerian revolutionaries. In addition to introducing
the Algerian issue in various international forums «which contributed to
the increase of countries supporting Algerian independence <and in return,
Algeria defended the principle of one homeland for the People’s Republic
of China concerning the issue of Taiwan, its place in the United Nations,
and its permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council.

When Algeria gained its independence in 1962 AD, its distinguished
relations with China continued through a mutual interest in developing
relations between them at a time when China was keen to gain the support
of Algeria <Arab countries. African countries, as part of their endeavor to
gain international support, secure their presence in the Taiwan issue and
confront the American threat, as well as China’s attempt to expand its
international relations outside the continent of Asia, Algeria, and China
continued their relations to a greater and broader extent during the reigns
of Presidents Ahmed Ben Bella and Houari Boumediene. Trade,
industrial, and military agreements were concluded with them, and senior
Chinese officials visited Algeria and were celebrated by the Algerian
leadership. All of this contributed to strengthening the relations of the two
countries further.

However, relations between the two countries did not continue as
before after the Algerian-Soviet rapprochement in 1972 AD, at a time
when China disagreed with China. Likewise, China’s position on the
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Western Sahara issue and the Chinese position on the Palestine issue
changed according to the stages of improvement in its relations with the
United States of America and the visit of the President of the United
States of America, Nixon, to China.

Keywords: Algeria, China, France, Taiwan, Algerian liberation
revolution.
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