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Abstract

Throughout the first half of the millennium BC, the Assyrians
maintained dominance by establishing their empire on a
foundation of military strength. Their army was highly organised
and effective, successfully overcoming all adversaries. During
this era, Babylonia, characterised by its complex political
landscape and the presence of marshes, swamps, and lakes in
the southern region, served as a refuge for dissenters. This area
presented significant strategic challenges to the Assyrian forces
and was referred to in Assyrian records as the Land of the Sea.
The difficult terrain became the site of ongoing conflict between
the Assyrian military and the marsh inhabitants, including rebels
opposing Assyrian rule.

The purpose of this research is to assess the Assyrian perspective
on this region and highlight its pivotal influence on historical
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developments, drawing on cuneiform sources and stone carvings
from the walls of Assyrian palaces.
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Keywords: Maritime dynasty, Assyrian army, Neo-Assyrian
Empire.
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Introduction:

After the Assyrian Empire regained its borders in the ninth
century BC, it grew relentlessly over the next two centuries, with
its kings launching extensive campaigns almost every year and
managed to occupy most of the areas neighbouring their empire !
1) thanks to the Assyrian army's high performance and efficiency,
which made it seem like a well-equipped machine, especially in
difficult terrain such as mountainous areas or deserts. However,
they granted their defeated enemies a certain degree of
independence as vassals, or they could be incorporated into the
Assyrian Empire as a province administered by an Assyrian
governor.

The southern neighbour and rival of Assyria, Babylon,
represented a special case, especially after its conquest by King
Tiglath-Pileser 11l (745-727 BC), who imposed direct rule on it. It
was therefore ruled directly by a group of Assyrian kings such as
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Tiglath-Pileser Ill, Shalmaneser V, Sargon Il, and Sennacherib), as
well as indirect rule by Assyrian princes such as Ashur-nadin-
shumi, son of Sennacherib, Shamash-shumu-ukun, brother of
Ashur-banipal), or by a Babylonian citizen loyal to Assyria, such as
Bel-abni, who was appointed king of Babylon by Sennacherib, as
recorded in his annals: "... | placed Bel-Abeni on the throne of
Babylon..." The latter may have been a military commander
during the reign of Ashur-banapal (669-627 BC) ?), and for many
reasons, the land of Babylon was a problem that weighed heavily
on the Assyrian state, so the latter sought to impose its control
over it, and without a doubt, the weight of its cultural heritage
played an important role in its respect @) In addition, there were
two other factors that were equally important, if not more so: the
political and geographical situations .

At that stage, Babylon was not a homogeneous state in terms
of its demographic and geographical composition, as it consisted
of a group of traditional Babylonian cities, a number of Aramaic
cities ), and a group of Chaldean tribes representing the non-
indigenous population of Babylon, such as: Bit-Amukkani, Bit-
Dakkari, Bit-Jakin, Bit-Sa'alli, and Bit-Silani © ) ,as well as
interference from external parties represented by the Elamites or
Arab tribes mentioned in the annals of the Assyrian kings who
formed alliances with or against Assyria ) Furthermore, southern
Babylonia was mostly covered with marshes, lakes and swamps,
which helped it to become an ideal refuge for rebels, contributing
to the vast marshlands becoming a deadly trap for those who
entered the region without knowing its geographical nature well.
As a result of these factors, the region became a formidable
challenge for the Assyrian army and was called Mat-tamti,
meaning ‘the lineage of the sea country.’
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(1: oy Aoy )
The Sealand (Mat-tamti) and the Babylonian marshes. Source
Parpola and Porter (2001)
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Battle in the marshes; reign of Sennacherib (Nineveh,
Southwest Palace, room LXX, slab 1). Source Layard (1853b, pl.
28)
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Southwest Palace, court LXIV, slab 5-7) Source Layard (1853b,
pl. 27)
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Battle in the marshes; reign of Ashurbanipal (Nineveh,
Southwest Palace, room XXVIII, slabs 2—-4 ) Source Layard
(1853b, pl. 25)
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