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The Waqf (Endowment) in the Late Abbasid Era and Its
Impact on Society

Asst. Lect. Walaa Mahmood Jumaa
Asst. Lect. Jihan Abdul Razzag Ahmed
University of Samarra — College of Arts

Abstract:

The significance of promoting charitable and benevolent activities in
the late Abbasid era was evident in the enhancement of Islamic
communities' service to achieve public welfare and religious goals.
During this period, the waqf system emerged as a comprehensive and
significant institution, crucial in supporting public service projects and
strengthening societal life. The primary source of the waqf system in the
late Abbasid era was Islamic law, specifically the legal rulings related to
wagf as mentioned in the Quran and the Sunnah. These rulings were
further applied and interpreted by scholars of Islamic jurisprudence.
Quranic verses and Hadiths about waqf are often referenced, highlighting
the importance of achieving good and public benefit by dedicating
properties for religious and service purposes. Additionally, the proper
management and use of wagf revenues were governed by specific
conditions and regulations according to the designated purposes.
Moreover, religious institutions and Sharia courts during the late Abbasid
era were key in organizing and managing wagf according to Islamic legal
instructions. There were special institutions such as mosques, schools,
hospitals, and other religious entities that managed waqgf and benefited
from its revenues to serve the community and achieve religious
objectives.

Regulations and laws related to wagf have been developed over the ages
to better organize waqf operations, ensure the sustainable use of
properties and funds to achieve public welfare, and enhance religious and
social services in Islamic communities.

The research aims to reveal to the Islamic world that it is time to reform
Islamic endowments and expand the wagf domain in response to
contemporary developments, especially with the increasing calls for
private wealth to contribute to development, education, and poverty
alleviation. These are at the heart of charitable work and lead to social
security by harnessing waqgf institutions to serve civil society.
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Furthermore, the research highlights the history and development of waqf
among Muslims during the Abbasid era.

Keywords: Charity, Schools, Ribats, Society, Reform, Endowments,
Institutions.
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