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Abstract

India represents one of the most religiously and culturally diverse countries in the world,
encompassing major religions such as Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism,
Buddhism, and Jainism, alongside smaller religious communities. This study provides a
historical-analytical examination of India’s experience in managing religious diversity
after independence (1947-2014), focusing on government policies, constitutional
frameworks, the role of religious institutions, and social practices in promoting tolerance
and coexistence.
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The findings indicate that the continuity of religious coexistence in India is not merely a
byproduct of diversity, but results from the interaction of multiple factors. Key among
these are the Indian Constitution, which guarantees freedom of belief and religious
practice; the contribution of religious institutions and community initiatives in fostering
interfaith dialogue; and shared cultural practices, such as festivals, which strengthen
social networks supportive of coexistence. The study also highlights challenges posed
by sectarian conflicts and social tensions, while emphasizing that flexible policies,
education, and community dialogue have been crucial tools for maintaining social
stability.

This research contributes to historical and analytical scholarship on religious pluralism,
offering a methodological perspective for understanding policies of tolerance and
coexistence, and providing insights that may inform similar strategies in other multi-
religious contexts.

Keywords: Religious pluralism, Religious coexistence, India, Tolerance, Religious
policy.
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