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Abstract

This research investigates the Ahwaz region in southern Persia, historically
referred to as "Khuzestan," "Arabistan," and "Nasiriya." These names signify
the area's evolving identity, diverse civilizations, and its Arab population.
The term "Ahwaz" is likely derived from the plural form of "hawz," meaning
"containment" and "control" in Arabic. Due to linguistic limitations,
Persians adopted "hawz" because their language lacks the letter "h." The
designation "Arabistan" was introduced during the Safavid era to highlight
the Arab identity of the region's inhabitants.

Ahwaz occupies a strategic location in southwestern Iran, serving as a
natural extension of southern Iraq and bordering the Arabian Gulf, thereby
underscoring its economic and cultural significance. The region has been
home to ancient civilisations since the Elamite period and has played a vital
role in the Islamic scientific and literary renaissance, producing poets,
scholars, and philosophers who have left a profound impact on its history.
Additionally, Ahvaz is home to notable religious and historical landmarks,
such as the shrines of the Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and al-
Khidr (peace be upon him), which endow the region with considerable
spiritual and cultural significance and affirm its place within Arab and
Islamic heritage.
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