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Content Analysis of the First Intermediate Chemistry Textbook in Light of
the Life Skills Framework
Asst. Lecturer Israa Hameed Jasim Al-Kaabi
Al-Diwaniyah Directorate of Education

Abstract

The present study aims to analyze the content of the first intermediate Chemistry
textbook in light of the Life Skills Framework, and to identify the extent to
which life skills components are embedded within its content and distributed
across its four chapters. To achieve the research objective, the researcher
adopted the descriptive-analytical method, relying on content analysis as the
most appropriate approach for this type of evaluative study. The research
population consisted of the official Chemistry textbook for the first intermediate
grade issued by the Ministry of Education. The four chapters were analyzed
using a checklist developed based on educational literature and international
standards such as WHO and UNESCO, including nine main life skills
components. The findings revealed that the total frequency of life skills within
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the textbook reached (412) occurrences distributed as follows: Chapter One
(119), Chapter Two (110), Chapter Three (94), and Chapter Four (89). Critical
thinking ranked first (15%), followed by problem-solving and effective
communication (12% each), safety and risk management (12%), creative
thinking (11%), decision-making and collaboration (10% each), while personal
responsibility and self-awareness ranked last (8% each). The results indicate an
imbalance in the distribution of life skills within the textbook, with a noticeable
emphasis on cognitive-scientific skills compared to personal and emotional
skills. This suggests the need to reconsider textbook design to achieve better
alignment with the Life Skills Framework requirements.

Keywords: Content Analysis, Chemistry Textbook, First Intermediate Grade,
Life Skills Framework
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