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Abstract

Metals first appeared in Mesopotamia after communities settled and
agricultural villages flourished. This shift made it possible to discover
metals and use them for making diverse tools, sculptures—including
human figures—ornaments, and furnishings. People in Mesopotamia
began working with metals as early as the latter part of the Chalcolithic
Age (around 5600-3500 B.C.). A wide range of metals became vital raw
materials for many crafts and industries. By the early fourth millennium
B.C., Mesopotamian societies had developed techniques for utilising
metals to manufacture tools and instruments essential to daily
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activities. They produced a variety of agricultural implements, including
ploughs and axes, as well as household utensils, jewellery, and statues.
Initial tools were crafted from copper, with subsequent use of bronze,
and later other metals such as tin, lead, gold, silver, and iron. The
introduction of metalworking by the Sumerians is regarded as a major
technological advancement, comparable to the development of
writing, due to its substantial influence on the progression of

civilisation, cultural practices, and the arts.
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