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Abstract:

The Nafs (Soul/Self) Constitutes The Essence Of The Human Being And The Driv-
ing Force Behind The Various Dimensions Of Human Activity, Intellectual, Emotional,
And Moral. It Inherently Encompasses Human And Social Aspects And Represents An
Important Source Of Inspiration In The Holy Qur’an, As It Is An Inseparable Compo-
nent Of The Human Being. Across Different Religions, Numerous Concepts Have Been
Used To Denote The Nafs, Approximating Meanings Found In The Arabic Language,
Such As Spirit (Ruh), Intellect ( ‘Aql), Self (Dhat), And Blood (Dam).

From A Religious Perspective, The Nafs Has Been Understood As The Divine
Presence Within The Human Body. It Has Also Been Described As The Spirit That
Inhabits The Human Body, Such That Upon Its Departure, Death Occurs. Moreover,
The Nafs Is Considered The Counterpart Of The Physical Body, Engaged In Contin-
uous Interaction And Reciprocal Influence, Together Forming A Distinct Unity Re-
ferred To As Personality, Which Differentiates One Individual From Another.

This Study Examines The Term Nafs And Its Meanings Across The Various
Qur’anic Contexts In Which It Appears, Highlighting Some Of Its Characteristics, Its

Hierarchical Levels, And The Multiplicity Of Its Manifestations In The Qur’an.

Keywords: (Context, Linguistic, Social, Generality, Psychological, Human).
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