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Abstract:
This study examines the social factors that contributed to the
establishment of Pessimism among ancient Iraqgis, presenting it as a
symbolic and religious cognitive practice rather than solely an individual
behavior. Through thorough analysis of historical records and cultural
contexts, the research demonstrates that Pessimism resulted from
intricate interactions among individuals, their environments, religious
authorities, and society at large. Priests and astronomers significantly
influenced the interpretation of natural events and their association with
omens, effectively institutionalizing Pessimism as a recognised system of
knowledge that impacted daily routines and important decisions. The
study further investigates the connection between iliness and sin,
highlighting how medical and theological concepts converged, with
epidemics frequently interpreted as manifestations of divine punishment.
Additionally, the research addresses class stratification and its impact on
reinforcing collective pessimism through mythologies and punitive
customs, indicating that the examination of Pessimism provides
meaningful insights into the cognitive framework of ancient Iraqi
civilisation.
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