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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of women leading prayer (imamat al - mar ah) in
Islamic jurisprudence, a topic that has generated considerable scholarly debate due
to its practical relevance and diversity of juristic opinions. The research adopts a
comparative figh methodology, tracing classical scholarly views back to their original
sources, analyzing their evidences, and discussing the reasoning behind each position
before offering a reasoned preference.

The study is structured into three main sections. The first addresses women’s con-
gregational prayer and the legitimacy of women forming a congregation independent-
ly. After examining the differing opinions and relevant prophetic traditions and reports
from female Companions, the study concludes that women’s congregational prayer is
recommended when they pray separately from men. The second section focuses on
women leading other women in prayer, presenting four juristic opinions ranging from
prohibition to conditional permissibility. The author argues for the validity of women
leading women, with reprehensibility (karahah) when a male imam is available, as
a balanced reconciliation between textual evidence and juristic reasoning. The third
section discusses women leading men in prayer, highlighting the consensus of the
majority of jurists on its impermissibility, critically examining opposing views, and
ultimately upholding the majority position.

The study concludes that Islamic jurisprudence demonstrates both flexibility and
discipline in addressing such issues, maintaining the objectives of Sharia while pre-

serving the established rulings governing acts of worship.

Keywords: Women’s Imamate — Congregational Prayer — Comparative Figh —

Juristic Opinions — Legal Preference.
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