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This study, entitled Changes in the Heads of Administrative Units in
Al-Dilyim District, examines the administration of the district during the
British occupation and the monarchical era. The importance of this topic
lies in its focus on the administrative domain, particularly the roles and
functions of the district commissioner and the acting officials of sub-
districts. Throughout this period, numerous individuals assumed these
positions, having earned the trust of either the king, the government, or
the district commissioner at the time. It was customary for political
changes to be accompanied simultaneously by economic, social, and
administrative transformations.

Following his coronation and the formation of Iraq’s first government,
King Faisal | placed significant emphasis on improving administrative
affairs to align with the new conditions faced by Iraq in the early 1920s.
This focus laid the foundation for the subsequent organization of
economic and social matters. The administrative divisions established by
the Ottomans in the early twentieth century largely persisted during the
initial decades of the Iraqi state, which proved beneficial for the British,
as these divisions were based on comprehensive studies conducted during
the Ottoman period. Nevertheless, the rapid turnover in administrative
appointments disrupted the governance structure in Al-Dilyim District
and, subsequently, in other districts of Irag, despite the existence of a
prepared administrative cadre, many of whom enjoyed the respect and
approval of both the government and local tribes.
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