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The Development of Children’s Understanding of
Merit in the Fair Allocation of Resources

Zahraa Sami Abboud*, Ghada Ali Hadi

University of Baghdad/ College of Education Ibn Rushd for Human Sciences

ABSTRACT

The current research aims to identify:
1- Children’s understanding of merit in the fair allocation of resources according to the variables:
A- Age (4,5,6,7,8,9, 10) years. B - Gender (males - females).

2- There are statistically significant differences in children’s understanding of merit in the fair allocation of resources
according to the two variables:

A -Age (4,5,6,7,8,9, 10) years. B - Gender (males - females).

The current research sample includes (280) boys and girls of Baghdad Governorate- its two sides (Karkh and Rusafa),
for ages (4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) years, with (40) boys and girls for each age group equally divided between males and
females. The researcher adopted the Noh tool (Noh, 2017) prepared to measure children’s understanding of merit in
the fair allocation of resources. The researcher verified the psychometric properties of the tool by extracting validity

and reliability, and the reliability coefficient reached (0.73) with the KR-20 equation. The researcher used a number of
statistical methods such as the t-test for one sample, analysis of two-way variance, and the Scheffe test.

The current research results the following:

1- Children can understand the merit of the fair allocation of resources at the age of (7) years.

2- The understanding of the merit of the fair allocation of resources develops with age and takes a gradual path.
3- There is no effect of gender in understanding the merit of the fair allocation of resources.

In light of the results of the current study, the researcher presented a set of conclusions, recommendations and
suggestions.
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