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The Development of Children’s Beliefs about the
Purpose of Life Events

Amal Salem Shamkhi'*, Ghada Ali Hadi?

University of Baghdad — College of Education Ibn Rushd for Human Sciences

ABSTRACT

The current research aims to identify:

1- Children’s beliefs about the purpose of life events according to the variables:

A- Age (5,6, 7, 8,9, 10) years. B- Gender (males - females)

2- Statistically significant differences in children’s beliefs about the purpose of life events according to the variables:

A- Age (5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10) years. B- Gender (males - females).

The current research sample included (240) boys and girls from kindergartens and government primary schools in Dhi
Qar Governorate, aged (5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) years, with (40) boys and girls for each age group, equally divided between
males and females. The researcher adopted Banerje and Bloom’s (2015) tool, prepared to measure the development of
children’s beliefs about the purpose of life events. The tool consisted of three experiments, each experiment had ten
situations, except for the second experiment, which had four situations accompanied by a picture, and each situation
had a question. The researcher verified the psychometric properties of the tool by extracting validity and reliability,
so the reliability coefficient reached (0.72) using the Kuder-Richardson equation - 20. The researcher used a number
of statistical methods, the discrimination coefficient equation for true and false tests, the correlation coefficient with a

serial, the t-test for a single sample, the analysis of two-way variance with interaction, and the Scheffe test for post-test
comparisons. The current research reached the following results: .

1. There are statistically significant differences according to age in beliefs in favor of younger children.
2. Gender has no effect on the development of children’s beliefs about the purpose of life events.
3. Children’s beliefs at the age of (10) years are not significant.

4. The developmental path continues to decrease as children get older until the age of (10) years.

In light of the results of the current study, the researcher developed a set of recommendations and suggestions
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