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Abstract:

This study explores the political transformations that took place dur-
ing the first Abbasid era, focusing on the gradual shift of power from
the traditional caliphate to a sultanate-like system. The analysis high—
lights various contributing factors, such as the vast territorial expan—
sion, the rise of multiple power centers, and the growing influence of
the military establishment—particularly non—Arab elements like the
Turks and Persians. The research reveals that this transition was not
abrupt, but rather the result of internal accumulations within the Ab-
basid state, leading to the weakening of the caliph’s actual authority
and the emergence of military leaders and sultans as real power hold-
ers. The study concludes that the sultanate emerged as a more func-
tional political model, more compatible with the complexities of the
period, while the caliphate was gradually reduced to a symbolic role,

thus reshaping the very notion of governance in early Islamic history.

Keywords: Transformations,Political, Era, Abbasid Sultanate.
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