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them to examine this phenomenon
closely, study it, analyze its instances,
and highlight its features. This interest
stems from and extends the critical and
rhetorical observations recorded by
classical Arab critics regarding a number
of ancient poetic texts. They pointed out
that al-ta‘adul (the act of contending or
vying in an affected manner) represents
an anomaly and a departure from the
conventions of the early Arabs, who are
the very source of eloquence and the
fountainhead of rhetoric in the Arabic

language.
Keywords: Muadalah, structure,
anomaly, eloquence, rhetoric, reception.
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Abstract

Al-Muadalah is a critical concept
concerned with the study and analysis of
the phenomenon of verbal structure and
the interweaving of meanings within
selected texts from the poetic heritage.
This concept has been observed to
manifest in a number of poetic verses,
which has drawn the attention of several
scholars and researchers, prompting
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