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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze and evaluate the content of the
ministerial Arabic language exam questions for the sixth preparatory
grade in Iraq for the academic year 20242025, based on the revised
Bloom’s Taxonomy of the cognitive domain. The researcher emphasized
the importance of developing students’ thinking skills, particularly
critical and creative thinking, by formulating questions that address a
range of cognitive levels, from remembering to evaluating.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical method, in which the
researcher collected 31 ministerial questions and classified them
according to Bloom’s six cognitive levels: remembering, understanding,
applying, analyzing, creating, and evaluating. The results revealed a
dominance of lower order thinking skills, with remembering (33%) and
understanding (28%) comprising the majority of questions. In contrast,
higher-order thinking levels (analyzing, creating, evaluating) were
significantly underrepresented, collectively accounting for only about
20%, with creating and evaluating appearing in only 1% and 3% of the
questions, respectively.

The study concluded that there is a clear imbalance in the
distribution of cognitive levels in the ministerial exam questions,
reflecting a lack of emphasis on promoting analytical and creative
thinking among students. The researcher recommended diversifying
question levels and achieving a balanced cognitive distribution that
includes higher-order thinking skills to better support modern educational
objectives and enhance students’ thinking abilities.
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