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The British role in training the Iraqi army (1921-1932) and its
impact on building national military capabilities

Researcher: Riyam Arkan Kamel Hussein
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Abstract:

This research examines the role of Britain in establishing and training the Iraqi
army from its inception in 1921 until Iraq's accession to the League of Nations in
1932. It reviews the political and military context surrounding the army's
formation, the organization of its initial units, and the establishment of Iraqi
military training institutions, particularly the Royal Military Academy. The
research also discusses the nature of British oversight of the army and the
restrictions imposed by Britain to keep it within limits that served its strategic
interests. The study concludes that while British policy contributed to building the
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organizational structure of the Iraqi army, it also hindered its development and
prevented it from acquiring a genuine defensive capability.

Keywords: Iraqi Army, Britain, British Mandate, Military Academy, Iraq-
British Treaties.
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