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Abstract:

Ahmed Mestiri was a prominent Tunisian political figure who led Tunisian
politics from the late 19th century to the mid-20th century. A staunch Arab
nationalist, Mestiri dedicated his life to defending the rights of the Tunisian
people, which had been usurped by the French occupation. He worked to leverage
local popular and international pressure to achieve complete independence and
end the protectorate system through which the French government governed the
country. He continued his nationalist work in building state institutions after
independence and the country's transition from a monarchy to a republic in 1957.

This research examines the beginnings of Ahmed Mestiri's political career by
tracing his political activities both within and outside Tunisia, and the impact of
these activities on Tunisian society, particularly in shaping its thinking towards

peaceful resistance against the French occupation.

Keywords: Ahmed Mestiri, Tunisia, Politics, National Movement,
Destourian Liberal Party.
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