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Abstract:

The Horn of Africa region holds strategic importance for Saudi foreign policy.
This importance stems from several motives that drive its interest in it, including
Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti, and Eritrea. The research reached the following
conclusions:

The geographical dimension of the Horn of Africa region is of great importance
to the policy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, particularly in its foreign policy.

The Horn of Africa refers to the geographic area encompassing Somalia,
Djibouti, Eritrea, and Ethiopia. Its area is estimated at approximately 1.9 million
square kilometers, with a population of approximately 115 million, according to
2014 estimates.

The Horn of Africa region is distinguished by its geographical location, which
has made it a backyard for the Arabian Peninsula, its gateway and natural extension
into East and Central Africa. It has also become a key player in global trade,
controlling the most important resources of the Gulf, with its distinctive view of
the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea via the Bab al-Mandab Strait.

The roots of the Arabian Peninsula's interest in the Horn of Africa region predate
Islam, given the geographical proximity between the two regions. With the advent
of Islam in the seventh century AD in Mecca and Medina, relations between the
two sides developed.

Bilateral relations between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Djibouti stem
from the shared history and religious affiliation between the two countries as two
Arab and Islamic countries. These relations are longstanding and date back to pre-
independence times, and were significantly strengthened after their independence
from French colonialism.

The economic dimension adds further importance to the Horn of Africa for the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Al-Qaeda is at the forefront of the organizations threatening security in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with branches in the Horn of Africa region.
Keywords: Horn of Africa, Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom, politics.
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