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Aspects of Social and Cultural Life in the Region of Fezzan During the
Islamic Era from the 1st to the 7th Century AH / 6th to 12th Century AD

Researcher: Fuad Nassif Jasim
Dr. Noor Al-Huda Faiq Muhammad
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study explores the social and cultural aspects of life in the region of Fezzan
during the Islamic era, spanning from the 1st century AH to the 7th century AH
(6th to 12th century AD). It highlights the evolution of social structures and
cultural patterns in this desert region, which served as a vital link between North
Africa and sub-Saharan Africa. The research examines the emergence of cities and
oases and their role in shaping a diverse social fabric where various ethnicities and
cultures intermingled. It also addresses the role of tribes and clans in maintaining
social order based on traditions and customs, Furthermore, the study discusses the
role and status of women, traditional education, the spread of Quranic schools
(kuttabs), and mosques as centers of knowledge and religion, as well as the
influence of Sufi movements. The cultural dimension is analyzed through folk arts,
oral literature, and the impact of trade exchanges in transferring cultural and
civilizational influences from both the Maghreb and the Islamic East. The study
concludes that despite its harsh geographical conditions, Fezzan was a vibrant
center of social and cultural activity and played a significant role in the spread of
Islam and Arab-Islamic culture throughout Africa.

Keywords: Fezzan, Zuwila, Wadi al-Shati, Garama, Sabha.
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