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Iraq and the Levant: The Gateway of Civilizations and the
Importance of Their Geopolitical Location in the Middle East

(1939-1918)

Researcher: Nuha Khalil Ibrahim Yaqoub
Dr. Adel Mohammed Hussein Al-Olayan
Samarra University / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study examines the geopolitical significance of both Iraq and the Levant
during the interwar period (1918-1939), considering them as a vital arena for
the interaction of international and regional interests, and as a historical gateway
for the convergence of civilizations, trade routes, and political influence.

The research is based on the hypothesis that the exceptional geographical
location of Iraq and the Levant, situated at the crossroads of Asia, Europe, and
Africa, made them a strategic in the calculations of the colonial powers
following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. This location contributed to
transforming the region into a field of international rivalry, particularly between
Britain and France, within the framework of the mandate system, which redrew
the political map of the Middle East according to geopolitical, economic, and
security considerations.

The study highlights that Iraq represented a distinctive strategic weight due to
its natural resources, especially oil, in addition to its position as a link between
the Arabian Gulf and the Eastern Mediterranean, which made it a fundamental
element in the British strategy aimed at securing imperial communication routes.
As for the Levant, it derived its importance from its control over the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean Sea and its role as a vital corridor for international
trade and lines of communication, as well as its cultural and civilizational role
in shaping Arab national consciousness .

Keywords: Iraq, the Levant, geopolitics, geographical location, gateway of
civilizations, the Middle East, colonialism, the mandate system,
international rivalry.
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