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The Attitude Towards Logic in Arab-Islamic Culture
Dr. Faisal Ghazi Majhoul
College of Arts, University of Baghdad

Abstract

After the expansion of the Arab-Islamic state, new sciences
emerged that had not been known before, and issues began to grow
more complex. Books and sciences previously unfamiliar to the
Arab-Islamic cultural environment were introduced. Every
innovation is met with either rejection or acceptance and support
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from political, scholarly, religious, and public authorities.
Acceptance, rejection, and prohibition are not purely scientific
matters; rather, political, religious, and other factors intersect within
them. Some adopted a positive stance toward these sciences, while
others took a negative one. Of particular interest is logic, which is
the focus of our study. The positive stance is well-known in
philosophical circles; almost every scholar of philosophy had
knowledge and familiarity with logic. The same applies to
physicians, and to certain caliphs and princes who played a major
role in encouraging the translation, study, explanation, and
dissemination of logic. As for the jurists (fugaha’), some accepted
logic and even authored books on it, despite excluding certain
philosophical issues. The negative stance, on the other hand, was
represented by jurists, linguists, and politicians: jurists who
prohibited engagement with philosophy, especially logic, linguists
who saw no benefit in it, and caliphs and rulers who opposed it each
according to their own understanding. These positions will be
examined in this research.
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