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The Habbari Emirate: A Study of Social and Economic Life
(240-416 AH / 854-1024 CE)

Researcher: Hareth Naji Hamid Yassin

Dr. Suhad Nassif Jassim

University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This research examines the Habbari Emirate, which emerged in the Sind region
between 240 and 416 AH (854-1024 CE), with a focus on its social and economic
aspects. The Habbari dynasty established their state following the decline of
Abbasid control, capitalizing on Sind’s strategic geographical location as a trade
route between East and West. The emirate witnessed relative stability, which
fostered the growth of agricultural activities, supported by the abundant waters of
the Indus River. Both local and international trade flourished, leading to the
formation of diverse social classes, including merchants, farmers, scholars, and the
ruling elite. Social life was marked by ethnic and religious diversity due to the
interaction between indigenous populations and incoming Arab and Muslim
groups. The emirate played a significant role in spreading Islamic culture and
Arabization in the region until its fall to the Ghaznavids in 1024 CE. This study
offers an analytical perspective on the emirate as a model of Arab-Islamic rule
outside the Arabian Peninsula and its impact on socio-economic transformations
in South Asia.

Keywords: emirate, Habbari, Ghaznavid, social, economic.
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