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Abstract

Speaking anxiety is a form of shyness that is associated with
anxious arousal and is typified by a personal sense of unease and
fear or worry when speaking with others. Since speaking is one of
the fundamental language skills, speaking anxiety is essentially a
subset of language anxiety. However, speaking anxiety has become
a common issue among students, and it can be caused by two things:
fear of communication, which is the difficulty to speak in public,
and fear of negative judgment, which is the belief that people will
judge you negatively.

The current research aims to identify the following:

1. Level of speaking anxiety among university students
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2. . Significance of differences in speaking anxiety among

university students

according to the following variables:

a) Gender (males - females).

b) Specialization (scientific - humanities).

c) Academic level (second - fourth).
The speaking anxiety scale, which has four-point answer
alternatives and is based on Horowitz's (1986) psychological theory,
has been created by the researcher. It has twenty-four items spread
across two categories: fear of communication and fear of a negative
evaluation with the same prementioned four-point answer
alternatives.The current research sample consists of 400 students,
200 of whom were male and 200 of whom were female. The
students are selected from Al-Mustansiriya University and the
University of Baghdad. The researcher uses confirmatory factor
analysis for the transparency illusion scale to extract the validity of
the structure after doing paragraph analysis procedures on the
research scale. By using the retest approach, the transparency
illusion scale's reliability coefficient is 0.74, and by using the
Cronbach's alpha method, it is 0.75. While the reliability coefficient
of the speaking anxiety scale using the test-retest method is (0.92)
and the Cronbach’s alpha method is (0.88)
The results of the current investigation were as follows:
1.The 18.25 percent of college students who report having a high
level of speaking anxiety suggest that they are afraid of being
judged negatively or of speaking in front of people.
2.a) The computed t-value reached 3.05, greater than the tabulated t-
value, which attained a significance level of 0.05 and a degree of
freedom of 398. This indicates that there is a statistically significant
difference in speaking anxiety according to the gender variable,
favoring females
b) The computed t-value of 1.40, which is greater than the tabular t-
value of 1.96 at a significance level of 0.05 and a degree of freedom
of 398, indicates that there is no statistically significant difference in
speaking anxiety based on the specialization variable.
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c) At a significance level of 0.05 and a degree of freedom of 398,
the computed t-value of 1.80, which is greater than the tabular t-
value of 1.96, indicates that there is no statistically significant
difference in speaking anxiety based on the academic stage variable.
The research's conclusions led to the development of
recommendations and initiatives, which included:
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