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The Political Role of the Anizah Tribe in Najd and the Hijaz
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Researcher: Sarah Qutaiba Nizar Fadel
Dr. Zuhair Qasim Mohammed
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study examines the political role of the Anizah tribe in Najd and the Hijaz
during the period (1916-1932), which witnessed the establishment of the Third
Saudi State and the unification of most regions of the Arabian Peninsula under the
leadership of King Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al Saud. The study aims to
highlight the tribe’s contributions to supporting the Saudi political project and to
analyze the nature of its participation in the political and military events that
accompanied the process of unification. The study adopts the historical-analytical
method by tracing events and developments related to the Anizah tribe and
analyzing its political positions and alliances during this period. The findings
reveal that the Anizah tribe played an active role from the early stages of the
recapture of Riyadh, as its members participated in several key battles against the
opponents of the Saudi state, particularly the Rashidi Emirate in Ha’il. These
contributions helped strengthen Saudi influence in Najd and led to the collapse of
Rashidi rule.

Furthermore, the study addresses the role of the Anizah tribe in the unification
of the Hijaz, its participation in establishing security and stability in the northern
regions, and its continued support for the central authority until the proclamation
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1932. The study concludes that the Anizah tribe
constituted one of the influential elements in the success of the unification project,
as its role extended beyond the military dimension to include political and social
support, thereby contributing to the consolidation of the foundations of the modern
Saudi state.

Keywords: Anizah Tribe, Third Saudi State, King Abdulaziz Al Saud,
Political Role of Tribes, Settlement (Hijra).
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