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The American position towards the Palestinian issue during the

period (2001-1990)
Researcher: Nada Mohammed Abdullah
Dr. Ghaffar Jabbar Jassim
Tikrit University/ College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

The administration of President George H.W. Bush served from 1989 to 1992.
This administration, like its predecessor, was a Republican, and maintained the
historical approach of US policy toward the Palestinians, particularly the denial of
the Palestinian people's right to self-determination, the establishment of an
independent state, and the selection of their leadership.

From the first days of Bush's presidency, the Israelis attempted to end the
dialogue between the United States and the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) before it even began. The Israelis launched a broad campaign to end the
dialogue. They also tried to force President Bush and then-Secretary of State
George Baker to assert that George Shultz's decision was a mistake.

In continuation of this policy, the United States abstained on August 31, 1990,
from voting on Security Council Resolution 12799, which condemned Israel's
deportation of Palestinians and called on it to respect the Geneva Conventions in
the occupied territories. However, this did not deter Israel from carrying out
subsequent deportations, culminating in December 1992, when the Labor
government, headed by Yitzhak Rabin, deported 413 Palestinians, including
Hamas and Islamic Jihad cadres, to Marj al-Zuhur on the Lebanese border.

The American plan was designed to serve Israel's interests. However, by the
spring of 1990, it became clear that Israel itself was refusing to implement its own
proposal regarding elections. This Israeli move led to increasing frustration and
irritation among President Bush with Shamir.
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From the outset, it became clear that there was a greater common denominator
between the two governments. Beyond the familiar strategic US-Israeli relations,
the influence of ideology in the Bush and Sharon governments began to emerge
more prominently than ever before. The Israeli extreme right began to dominate
the decision-making process, strengthening the role of the Israeli military
establishment in shaping foreign policy. On the other hand, American
conservatives seized power in Washington, with the Department of Defense, led
by Donald Rumsfeld, assuming the primary role in foreign policymaking,
particularly due to the weakness of the US State Department itself, led by Colin
Powell. The new Israeli government, headed by Ariel Sharon, was elected in
February of that year.

Keywords: Palestine, Arab-Israeli conflict, George Bush, Republican Party,
American conservatives.
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