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Abstract

Many wetlands are located on large or small areas of land that may lie
within one state or be shared by two or more states. Some wetlands are
formed in basins, while others develop in river deltas. The safety and
sustainability of wetlands depend primarily on the water they receive,
whether from rivers, springs, or wells. To protect these lands from harmful
human activities—such as industrial and agricultural waste, unregulated
exploitation of resources, or population expansion at the expense of
submerged areas—international measures have become necessary.

In 1970, the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat was signed in the Iranian city of Ramsar.
Although the Convention initially focused on wetlands as permanent or
temporary habitats for waterfowl, its scope was later expanded through two
additional protocols—the first in 1982 and the second in 1987. These
protocols broadened the Convention’s objectives to include the preservation
of wetland environments, the protection of their living organisms and
ecosystems, and the monitoring of changes affecting them. Since then, the
Convention and its activities have become known collectively as the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands.

Iraq acceded to the Ramsar Convention on 5 March 2007. The Law of
Accession was published in Law No. (7) in the Official Gazette No. 4035 on
that date. Under the Convention, each State Party must designate at least
one wetland site to be included in the List of Wetlands of International
Importance. Upon accession, Iraq registered Hawr al-Hawizah as its first
Ramsar site, and in 2015 it added Hawr al-Hammar as another protected
site. Iraq’s accession to the Convention represents a significant step toward
protecting its marshes, not only as a national responsibility but also as a
commitment to international environmental protection. The Convention also
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obliges State Parties to develop programs, mechanisms, and legislation to
safeguard these lands from the negative impacts of human activities.

Keywords: : Wetlands, Ramsar Convention, environmental protection,
Iragi marshes, protected sites
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